NOT TO MENTION THAT 
NASTY LITTLE... THING! 
Wuat IS IT, ANYWAY? 


SKIT AND SCOOT USUALLY 
WATCH OUR OFFICE WHEN WE'RE 
AWAY. IT'S ScooT's BIRTHDAY, 

SO HE GETS TO COME ALONG! 


HMmPH! WELL. Let's 
GET BACK TO THE TOPIC 
AT HAND, SHALL we? 


I DO Hore I'M NOT BORING 
YOU WITH MY TRIVIALITIES, 
CAPTAIN DECK? 


GOOD LIFE. I'VE TRIED 
70 BE DECENT. 


No, COUNCILOR. IMAGINE 
MY SHEER DELIGHT AT 
HAVING YOU ABOARD AGAIN. 


WELL, AFTER YOUR REFUND CHECK FOR 
My FARE BOLINCED, I SAID TO MYSELF, 
Art: TERRIE SMITH 'NOW, HERE'S A BUSINESS THAT NEEDS 
| Letters: GLEN WOOTEN CAssT ALITTLE REGULATING!’ I CONTACTED THE 
TT WAS FELT THAT WE MIGHT TRADE AUTHORITIES, AND HERE I Am! 
WANT TO ACTUALLY ALIDIT ONE 
OF YOUR DELIVERIES, IN ORDER 
TO MAKE SURE YOU COMPLY 
FULLY WITH REGULATIONS. 


OF COURSE, HAVING HAD PRIOR 
EXPERIENCE WITH HOW WELL YOu 
CARRY OUT YOUR DUTIES... 


AND THAT GOES DOUBLE FOR 
YOU, SWEETCAKES! I've 
REALLY Gor tT IN For YOU! 


WE JUST HAVE TO DELIVER A CASING OF 
HIGH TECH DRILLING GEAR TO THE MINING 


WITH LUCK, YOU'LL EVEN 
GET THERE BEFORE THE SHOPS 
IUNGLE. 
ee "| CLOSE! YOU CAN DROWN YOUR 


ON OUR WAY OUT, WE'LL BE HAPPY TO DROP 


YOU OFF AT THE SPACEPORT IN THE CAPITA. SORROWS IN FRILLS AND LACE. 


IK, OR BRASS KNUCKLES AND CHAINS. 


We'LL see. You STILL CHRIS, WE'RE COMING 
HAVE 400 MILES UNTIL UP ON A PRE-PLOTTED 
YOU'RE OFF THE HOOK. BEACON SHIFT. 

I CAN AFFORD TO WAIT. 


HER IN AT HIGH ALTITUDE, SO YOU 
WON'T HAVE TO WORRY ABOLIT 
TURBULENCE. NOTHING CAN GO WRONG! 
: SORRY FOR THE WASTED TRIP. You 
MOST OF THE JUNGLE'S WILL MAKE A FAVORABLE REPORT 
UNEXPLORED TERRITORY. TO THE ALITHORITIES? 
WHEN THE MINING FIRMS ‘ 
MOVED IN, THEY DROPPED 
A SERIES OF AUTOMATIC 
SIGNAL BEACONS AT SO 
MILE INTERVALS. 


io 


THAT WAY, A SHIP COMING 
IN FROM ANY HORIZON CAN 
GET THEIR BEARINGS AND 
AUTOMATICALLY ADIUST TO 


WZ wa 
sal 
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THIS IS GOING TOO 
SMOOTHLY. YOU'RE 
MAKING ALL THIS uP! 
WHAT DO ALL THOSE 
INDICATORS MEAN? 


wr 


~ ye 


any 


E. 
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THAT'S SOMETHING, 
AT LEAST. 


CHRIS? IT'S GOING 
DOWN IN A SMALL 
CLEARING ABOUT 20 
MILES WEST OF HERE. 


es X's 
. >» 
CONTROLLED sons Ja be aN 
: BRINGING THE SHIP ABOUT. IF WE 


/} RECOVER THE CARGO UNDAMAGED AND 


COMPLETE THE DELIVERY, THE BUIREALI OF 
I Hore You aren't 4 
REFERRING TO ME! 2 


MINING OPERATIONS’LL MAKE ALLOWANCES 
FOR FAULTY EQUIPMENT. 
@ 


QuIET, ORB. RIGHT NOW, 
you're THIS cLOse TO 
BECOMING AN ASHTRAY... 


OH, FINE! THREATEN THE HIRED HELP! “7 
WELL, YOU CAN JUST HANDLE THE RETRIEVAL fo 
YOURSELF. I'M GOING OFF-LINE! 


I'M ALMOST AFRAID TO 
ASK, BUT WHAT'S THAT 
SUPPOSED TO MEAN. 


Great. How ABOUT 
USING THE SHUTTLE? 


THERE'S A SPOT ON THE 
RIVERBANK, ABOUT 40 


| nA Be 


H 
YOUR 


yy 


Y 


MAYBE THERE'LL EVEN BE 
HEAD HUNTERS! OHHHH, THE 
TALES I coup TeLL! 


5), 


> 
Puy} 


JUNGLE'S TOO DENSE. 
Sorry, Scoot! 


THAT THE BEST 
YOU CAN DO? 


'Fraip so! CHeer up! You'LL 
LOVE THE JUNGLE -- A PLACE OF 
MYSTERY AND STRANGE SOUNDS. 
DANGER LURKING BEHIND EVERY 
TREE IN THE PALE MOONLIGHT. 
THE BEATING OF STRANGE DRUMS... 


I CAN HARDLY WAIT, WHEN YOU 
PUT IT THAT WAY. HANG ON, 
PEOPLE. We'RE GOING DOWN. 


™\ 


s/ SHUTTING DOWN THE 
MAIN DRIVE, CHRIS. 


| 


& [ FOR THE COMPENSATORS TO 


LEVEL THE SHIP, MISS. 


re ENT ae ENS ; 
It’s A SURE BET ANYTHING THAT 
LANDING DIDN'T FRIGHTEN OFF WILL 
GET CURIOUS AND COME CALLING. I'D ¥ 

RATHER SET UP A PERIMETER FORCE 

SCREEN BEFORE THEN. WE'LL ALSO 
NEED TO TAKE READINGS ON THE SPOT 
WHERE THE CARGO POD CAME DOWN. 


/\ 


WELL, WE'D BETTER GET THE 
LAY OF THE LAND BEFORE ANYONE 
OUT THERE GETS THE DROP ON US. 
SCOOT, HOLD THE FORT. 


Be 
$cooT PR 
Nosopy 


| Se. 
AMS %, } 
era) 
» FteRce’ FACE, Scoot! | ‘ 


YOu'RE REALLY GOING 
TO GO CROSS-COUNTRY? 


7 
SWEETHEART, TO FOIL YOUR 7a 
LITTLE HOPES AND DREAMS, I'D 


WALK A MILLION MILES! 


I\ 


Nor THAT I MIND SEEING YOu 
CLUTCHING AT STRAWS, BLT WHAT 
CAN YOU POSSIBLY HOPE TO 
GAIN BY ALL THIS? 


4 


tne, LISUALLY. ANYWay, THE ENGINES Are 
see a, : DESIGNED FOR LOW-GRAV USE. IF THEY 


SO WE'RE GOING TO CART SPARE | 


FUEL TO THE CASING AND TRY TO 
BOOST IT INTO ORBIT. 


«+e THE CARGO PODS HAVE A FULL, 
SHORT-RANGE ROCKET SYSTEM BUILT 
INTO THEM. IT’S USUALLY LISED 
FOR IN-SPACE WORK. TRANSFER OF 
CARGO FROM SHIP TO SHIP. 
THAT KIND OF THING. 


YOU MEAN WHERE You'Re 
SUPPOSED To DROP A 
CONSIGNMENT? 


< 


> WE GET BACK ABOARD THE HALF MOON. IT 
MIGHT BE BETTER TO COME IN LOW AND 
SCOOP IT UP FROM A HOVER, 


V Let's aust say I'M NOT ABOLIT TO LET 
THE QUEEN BEE TAKE OUR SHIP AWAY 
FROM US WITHOUT A FIGHT. 


" T'M NOT SURE. 
Pa 


eee ig —_— 
YOU REALLY THINK We'LL y 
{ RUN INTO HOSTILE NATIVES? 


IN A JUNGLE AS THICK 
AS THIS? Not A CHANCE! 


— 
Not THAT I’M GOING TO TELL HER 
( THAT, OF course! LET HER INVENT A 
FIERCE TRIBE OF BLOOD THIRSTY 
\. Natives! We KNOW BETTER! 
— 


eee 
— we 2 
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\ ” Sageees 
ne 4 
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a 3\ 
FRIENDLY NATIVES. 
Let's KEEP THEM 

\ THAT WAY! 4 


TRINKETS. WELL, WE'RE A 

LITTLE SHORT JUST NOW. 

ER...HOW DO YOU KNOW 
ABOUT TRINKETS? 


THEY NO BRING 
TRINKETS. 
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GEEZ 
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UPON THE GODS OF /\ \ou \ 
Trinkets! Tuar's us! AP SM) 4 


row, CouLD Keep ES BU C-Carratn Deck...? 
\ MANY TRINKETS IN HERE . A : 3 


4 


TOUCH My TAIL WITHOLIT MY sa T AM THE GoD OF TRINKETS. 
PERMISSION AND YOU'LL Be My FRIEND HERE IS THE GoD 
DRAW BACK A STUMP! aS oa OF EXTREMELY BAD MORNINGS. 
: “Ur Our WEALTH OF GEEGAWS IS 
YOURS FOR THE ASKING... 


ARE YOU ALL RIGHT, 
Basy? DID THE NASTY, 
PREDATORY WOMAN 


TRINKET. YOU WANT 
GEEGAW? 


Because IF You DON'T 
WANT GEEGAW, I TAKE 
OFF YOUR HANDS... 


WE HELP FOR GEEGAWS. 
TF GEEGAWS ARE 
GOOD GEEGAWS. 


IS GREAT GEEGAW GOOD 
AS GOOD GEEGAW? We 


NOT HELP IF ISN'T. WHY GOD MAKE 


RUMBLY NOISES? 


i ee 
M1 GREAT MEANS 


"BEST GOOD’, 
UNDERSTAND? 


' 


py THey're GREAT 
PNY ceecaws! Now, CAN WE q OH, IS OKAY, THEN. 
ALL PLEASE JUST GET N WHAT GODS WANT 
S ON WITH our Lives?! BS FoR PRETTIES? 


WE GODS ARE SEARCHING 
FOR A FLAMING SKY STONE, 
WHICH WOULD HAVE COME 
DOWN IN THE JUNGLE IN 
THAT DIRECTION. 


NS 


{\3VA 
eo We SAW Sky STONE 
GOD SPEAKS OF! m 
TH rk 
, Ll $5) 
Great! THEN WE NEED Li EA) 
YOU TO LEAD US THERE, =~ FY 


Ay SO WE CAN RECOVER OUR (EZ 


HEAD HUNTERS. VERY 
Sent Vener Fe RYYer, WaATrT, CHRIS. I WANT 


seggadbiniae TO TRY SOMETHING. 


<f Perrect! I KNEW 
NO CAN GO THERE. “4 AK THIS WOULDN'T WorRK! 


We Are Gops. IF You 
= PR 


an f 
A hi C4 
Bur ARE THEY n / 
STRONG Gops? } 
Ss } > 
(a is RY vg z 
oti“ RG. 
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fv , 
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Yes, For GREAT 
OY GEEGAWS. YOU NEED 
DISGUISE, THOUGH... 
~ 


OTHER GOD ABOUT RIGHT HEIGHT, 
BUT HE NEED WORK. TO ENTER HEAD 
HUNTER LAND, HE MUST LOOK LIKE 
THEIR SPECIA. GOD. THEN THEY 
1 LEAVE US ALONE. 


py 
y . rea 
hf 2 ‘ 
R Gop LOOK Like? JY 
a 


UH, I THINK WE GET 
THE IDEA. CHRIS? 


NoT REALLY. YOu HAVE 
‘THAT’ SOUND IN YOUIR 


E 
OUTF. 
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GE. 
‘OUR 
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E HAVE TH 
THIS 
TO SHAVE 
NABIT. 
° 
oe 


YOU CAN ALL FORGET 
tT. I'm NOT 


OHHH! THIS JUST GETS WEARING A DRESS! 


BETTER AND BETTER! 


SOMEBODY JUST 
~Y SHOOT ME! 


“UH-uH. No way! 
Forcet it, PA! I 
KNOW A DRESS WHEN J” 

I see One! ie 


THERE IS NO way 
I'M GOING TO WEAR 


~J\ \ omar ress! Tuar's 
] VAX IT! No! Frntro! 


P WELL, THE GOOD News 
IS THAT IF WE SLATHER 
YOUR TAIL WITH MOUSSE, 
I DON'T THINK IT'LL 
HAVE TO Go! 


IF I ABSOLUTELY HAVE 
7O WEAR THIS STUPID 
GET-UP, I'LL WAIT TO 

THE LAST POSS/BLE 
MINUTE, I'M NOT 
GOING TO HAVE EVERYONE 
LAUGHING AT ME! 


PROBABLY JUST NERVES. 
HEADHLINTERS, DRESSES...! 
I JUST WANT TO GET THIS 
ALL OVER WITH! 


ALL RIGHT. 
IS EVERYONE READY? 


THE OTTERS HAVE WORKED UP A 
ROUGH MAP. I THINK WE CAN GET 
THERE, THOUGH IT’S NOT AN EASY 
Roureé. THAT'S WHY I LOADED uP 

THE HOVERCRAFT. 


It'D REALLY BE NO 
TROUBLE FOR ME TO DRIVE! 


We've GOT To TAK 
ABOUT THIS VOLUNTEERING 
COMPLEX OF YOURS, CHES! 
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— —— " IT'S FUNNY HOW QUICKLY } 
WFP | THEY REACHED THE SHIP. > 


WHAT IF THEY’RE HEAD / 
the THOUGHT DID 


OCCUR TO ME. 


HUNTERS, AND THIS 
IS AL ATRAP? / 


a 


Pion CHRIS, eS . eK / 


SOMETHING OCCURS a 


Bar asia WE GIVE THEM THE OKAY, OKAY! ~JUST KIDDING. 
WHAT 90 WE 00, IF Ya N COUNCILOR, OF COURSE. We'LL JUST HAVE TO KEEP OUR 
A. tar's THE CASE? <4) | | eves open. Ar THE FIRST SIGN OF 
TROUBLE, WE'RE OUT OF HERE. 
Xr ’ HERE. , 


BY FOLLOWING THE RIVER, I 


ea thee THINK WE CAN MAKE BETTER 
A \, \ \' TIME. YOUR JOB IS TO KEEP 
aa 
\ 
yy \ . | 


THE LOCAL FALINA AT BAY. 
TAKE MY GUN. 4 


7 Tr'S ALAST RESORT, BUT 


( I'D RATHER LOSE THAT THAN 
MY HEAD. OR YOURS. 


“NS YOu JUST KEEP TALKING gly 
ry | 
THAT Way! \ Z 


= as I SEE WHAT YOU MEAN. 
: 7 p = By THE WAY, WE'RE HAVING 
ACCORDING TO YOUR CHART, OUR % FISH FOR DINNER. LOTS OF IT. 
e. 


DESTINATION’S JUST SHORT OF ~ 
THAT PEAK AHEAD. We'RE MAKING ae 
A GOOD PROGRESS, BLT WE WON'T MAKE [yg ji 


IT THERE BEFORE NIGHTFALL. tan Pag 
“ 4 7 


4 4 
- > 
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It’s YOUR FAULT FOR BEING 
You KILL IT, YOu EAT IT. SUCH A GOOD PROVIDER. 


THINK OF IT AS PENANCE. Ar Least ONE OF THESE FISH OX \s 
SHOULD BE EDIBLE. 


<SNIFF?? THIS IS THE - 
THIRD TRY You've mae WT 
AT DINNER. DON’T YOU 

EVER GIVE ur? 


ar 
J 
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ANYTHING THAT'LL GET Woes 
YOU OUT OF OUR HAIR! 


HT TO ADD ATTEMPTED \ I CHECKED THAT LITTLE MANUAL OF 
MURDER OF A GOVERNMENT YOURS. ONCE WE GET THE CARGO BACK 
OFFICIAL TO THE CHARGES. ABOARD AND DELIVER IT, IT’S AS IF 

YOu'RE STILL GOING THROUGH THIS LITTLE DETOUR NEVER HAPPENED. 
WITH THIS FARCE? SEBS : 


THE TRADE COUNCIL IS SENSIBLE ABOLIT 
THESE THINGS. RESULTS ARE ALL THAT 
COUNT IN THE LONG RUN. Now, IF 
YOU'LL EXCUSE ME, I'M TURNING IN. 
It'S BEEN ALONG, BAD DAy. 


( ee 
s —— 
Asout 6 YEARS NOW. We were “SJ Ware, 
* KNIGHTS IN THE AMF FLEET DURING : 
THE DEMON Wars. WHEN WE DEMOBBED, % i \) 
IT SEEMED LIKE A GOOD IDEA TO STICK a>, 6. \ 
TOGETHER. CHRIS ACTUALLY NEEDS : y 
SOMEONE TO LOOK AFTER HIM AND y ) 
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I THINK I'LL JOIN HIM. 
PLEASANT DREAMS. DON'T 
LET THE BEDBUGS srte! 


A NEW LINE OF WORK. ONE WHERE 
YOU CAN'T CAUSE ANY HARM! 


ig 
"\ a 
Is HE ALWAYS 
THIS UNPLEASANT? 


HIM. WE'VE MADE A FEW 
BAD BUSINESS DECISIONS, 
AND THE SHIP IS ALL 
WE HAVE. 


UGH! He WOULD 
BRING UP BUGS! 


/ mM 
fry’. 


4 ; ; 
l “ptgip 
{' Gl 

SLLTPT) 

. ‘ C 

’ “444 

fi j 
4 fj 
N\\ //s 

{ a GAT 

Va \\ 7 AE 

f 


Hoio on!! WuHere's THE GUN?! “SQ 


WHERE'D YOU STOW THE MACHETE?! ? L7, fai] 
A 4S 


I...FORGET! J-Just...HIT 
IT...WITH ANYTHING! 
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T'LL Take THIS! 
; AND YOU ACCUSED US OF 
I’M RUINED! I'LL NEVER CREATING A HAZARD? 
FEEL CLEAN AGAIN’ : Sy 
f7-= 
ye a 
; | i 4 
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CHRIS! Wart 
® FOR ME! 


I'M GOING TO 
SCRUB DOWN. KEEP 
HER AWAY FROM THE 


IF I HADN'T HEARD SOMETHING 


MEN! YOU'D HAVE ae BREAKING INTO THE TENT, THOSE 
THOUGHT I'D AT LEAST GET 7WO INGRATES WOLILD BE BLIG CHOW! 
A ‘THANKS’ FOR MY TROUBLE! ¥, . . WELL, WHO NEEDS THEM? I CAN 


STUBBORN, EGOTISTICAL, yf “oo NW p* TAKE CARE OF MYSELF! 
BRAINLESS... ie =. : . P 


ONLY... MAYBE I'LL STAY AWAKE 


ALITTLE WHILE, FIRST. 
NOW FOR A QUIET JUST TO PLAY IT SAFE! 
LITTLE NAP. (7 
<< 
ae e / oe -, fe . es > 
aa Gi: X q ie. Lae 
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Yer, I saw THAT COMING! mot 
GOOD THING I DISARMED 
YOU BEFORE WAKING YOU. 

NOW GET DRESSED. 


i | 


JUNGLE DRUMS. THEY STARTED JUST 
BEFORE DAWN. THE LOCALS TELL ME 


AND THEY KNOW WE'RE HERE. 


FORGET THE HEAVY STUFF, CHES. 
WE'RE PULLING OUT NOW AND LEAVING 
EVERYTHING BUT THE FLIEL TANKS. 


CHRIS AND I DISCUSSED 
IT LAST NIGHT. We'RE 


SO, OH ALL-KNOWING GOD, HOW 
CAN WE GET BACK WITHOUT SUPPLIES? 
PARTICULARLY THROUGH 
HOSTILE TERRITORY? 


y It’s FASTEST AND, I HOPE, 
Mi SAFEST TO MAKE A DIRECT SWITCH J = 


REMOTE CONTROL, THEN RIDE THE 
» POD UP INTO THE HOLD. 


~ Se E - —_ 6) os 
(fA <p Easy! We'Lt reruer THe carso \ 
CLZL7 , SUMMON THE HALF MOON By 


Wa WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO TRAVEL SL 


FAST FROM THIS POINT ON. THE 
NATIVES THINK THAT SEEING ME IN 
THIS GET-UP WILL SHOCK THE HEAD 

HUNTERS LONG ENOUGH FOR US TO GET 

PAST THEIR SCOUTING PARTIES. 

T HAVE MY DOUBTS. g 


YOU HAVE ANY BETTER 
IDEAS TO OFFER? 


BAAS 


HO-MyY-PEOPLE-AS-I-GAZE-OUT-AT-THIS-SEA-OF- 
SCOWLING“FACES~I-JUST-WANT-TO-SAY~YACKITY~ 
SCHMACKITY-BLAAH-DE-BLAAH-GOT-TO-GO-NOW!, 


MORE LIKE YOU WHIPPED 
THEM INTO A FRENZY! 
THEY'RE RUNNING AFTER Ag 
17 MUST'VE BEEN THE YACKITY-SCHMACKITY! 


US LIKE MADMEN! 
a ws We're HERE! GET THE FUEL CANISTERS AND 
GET FUELING, PEOPLE! I'LL TRY TO 
HOLD THEM AT BAY. 


NX {OH, RIGHT. LIKE 
YOU JUST DID? 


WHAT voip 
You SAY?!?! 


WY Yer! LIKE ASHOT. ANOTHER 
BRILLIANT SNOW JOB! TAKING 
ALITOMATIC CONTROL OF THEIR 

CARGO LOADER WAS 
SHEER GENIUS! 
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MAS 


UP WITH THE NEW Gop For 
THE NEXT VISITORS. 


SAFELY ABOARD. LET’s 
JUST DELIVER IT AND WE 
CAN GO OUR SEPARATE 


Yer! WITH THIS ‘NATIVE GOD 
AND HEAD HUNTERS’ BIT, WE'LL 
HAVE THE TOURISTS CLAMORING 
TO COME HERE IN A FEW 
MORE WEEKS! 
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